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THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY.

Gen. Sheridan, in a Series of Erilliant Opera
Hons at Last Clears Out This Va ley o
Humiliation for the Union Army-The Bat
ties of Opequan. lister's Hill and Ceda
Creek The Aimy of the Potomac in Winte.
Quarters Before Petersburg.

I* i«'in this forward the «»j»«*r:jti«»i¦ >

iii front of Petersburg and Iticbiuomi,
until the Spring campaign (.f v.cn
niainiv confined to 11 . ** defense and extcii
won of the lines. which were pushed west
ward a* far as Hatcher's linn. The ? x-
tensn ii of the Jiu,.s w;is preceded by a new

pio\ einent to tiit left. \\ lii«*li was very sim
ilar. in its general aspic's to that ~abov«
rccouiitt d. 1 his operation had the sann
ohjeet as the Octob« r morcim nt. whirl
was to turn the enemy's right and sc:z«
the Soathside Railroad. It was under¬
taken hy the Fifth Corps, the Second
Corps, i'ow iimler Gen. llninplirt vs.tJiTs
and « Jregg's Division of Cavalry, and its
execution was begun on the r»tii *nf Febru¬
ary. I-ur several days preceding that date
a In.ivy homhardmen t was kept up from
all the batteries before IVtershurg. for
the purpose of engaging the enemv's at¬
tention. The designated troops then'moved
ou'.':regg's Division taking tlie advance
l»y the Jerusalem plankroad to Ream's
Station, and masking the inoveinents oif
the iufantrv. 1 he plan of operations con-

templa4ed that the Second Corps should
move directly on the right of the Confed¬
erate intrenched iine at Hatcher's Run. I
"while the Fifth inarched around its right.,

1' rom Ream s Station the cavalry
moved westward, carried the crossing of
Rowanty (reek after a hrisk skirmish,)
and inarched rapidly on Dinwiddie Court
House. 1 he I* ifth Corps also passed to
the west side of the creek and niovtd on
its appointed route. Meantime Humph
revs, with the Second and Third Divisions
of tiie Second Corps, marched down the
Vaughan road to where it crosses Hatch¬
er's Kun. The Confederate intrench-
mei.ts on the opposite bank were not
strongly manned: the stream was, how¬
ever. SO obstructed that the cavalry were
driven back in an attempt to cross it; but |
He Jrobriand's Rrigade easily carried!
the i»a*sage with a skirmish line. Refore
reaching Hatchers Run, Humphreys's!
Second I >ivision under lien. Sniythe was
turned abruptly to the right on a path
leading northeasterly towards Armstrong's
31 ill. Advancing about three-fourths of a

mile, the enemy was found intrenched in
strong force, and nothing was done save to
form connection between the two divisions
of the Second Corps. In the afternoon the
Confederates made a furious assault on
Smythe's position, endeavoring to turn his
right flank. 1 his attempt was frustrated
by the firmness of his troops, aided by
McAllister's Brigade of Mott's Division
which held the extreme right. These
maintained their ground with the utmost
stubbornness and repulsed repeated at¬
tacks that were continued till dark.

Next day the Fifth Corps, which had
moved up the west bank of Hatcher's
Run. was brought into connection with the
Second Corps: and Gregg's cavalry,
which, had. meanwhile. returned from
I>inwiddie, took position to cover the left
of the infantry. Warren then threw for¬
ward his left, under Crawford, toward*
the I'oydton plankroad. That officer ad¬
vanced as far as Dabney's, whence he
drove a force of Con fed* rates undrr G«'u
iVgram. Hut the Confederates, having
meauwhile found out where the exposed
flank of this turning column lay, put in
practice the usual and always successful
tactics. A considerable force was sent bv
a detour by the Vaughan road to take
Crawford's Division in the r»-ar and cut
off his retreat, while at the same time
they opened <"««i attack in front. The flank
ing force fir>t fell upon Gregg* it cavalrv
which was driven back to Hatcher's
Run. Such a movement on the part of
the enemy had been anticipated, and to
Strengthen Crawford. Ayres's Division
was ordered up to hi< s»ipjK>rt. Rut while
moving in column that division was at¬
tacked and driven back, and then Craw-
fords Division was repulsed i. confusion
and with hearr lo-s. Wheaton's Division
of the Sixth i orps, which had aNo been
pent forward to reenforce the left, onlv
arrived in time to take part in the general
discomfiture. The line of retreat was to¬
wards the position held Tj)#1 Second
C orps on Hatcher's Run. The Confeder¬
ate*. elated with their ca«y victory, fol¬
lowed up vigorously and dashed out into
an open space in front of that corps
Here howev. r, they were met bv a sharp
fire from Humphreys's troops, who had
Intrenched th«-mse!ve«. and the enemy
ceasing the attack, hastily retired. The

Ibese operations was about
f. \ the larger part fell on

« raw ford s Division. The Confederate loss
ts stated to have been near l.'xjo and it.-

chid.,.] Gen. John I'egrain, who was
killed.
The action of the Oth put an end to the

contemplated advance towards the South-
side Railroad, and the onlv result gained
was to prolong the left of the I'nion line
westward to Hatcher's Run.

WAK'U.N ON THE W ROAD.
After the action of February, Winter

operations wire confined to expeditions
for the purpose of crippling the Confed¬
erate lines of supply. Of these operations

.the most important and extensive was
that made by (Jen. Warren for the com¬
plete destruction of the \Ve!don Railroad.
J his road, though the I nion lines wete
long ago planted across it, wa# still of
considerable service to the Confederates
who were able to use it up to within a
lew miles of the I nion position, aud from
the point of stoppage supplies were hauled
hv wagon. Warren's expedition was To
completely break up this line for a dis¬
tant* of ii., miles southward. The force
consisted of the Fifth Corps, Mott's Di¬
vision of the Second Corps, and Gregg's
Mounted Division. Setting out on the 7th
of I>ccemhcr. with four days* rations, the
troops moved southward, and that night
reached Nottoway. The railroad bridge
over this stream was destroyed by On.
<»regg. Next day the march was renewed
to Jewelt s Station, to which point the
railroad track was torn up from the Not¬
toway. 1 he work of destruction was re¬
sumed early on the morning of the !»th
by forming line of battle on the railroad'
each division destroying all of iis front,'
and then moving to the left alternately
A force of the enemy was encountered,
but was driven by Gregg across the Me-

JidTIV\rt r' Af ,,K;ksfur<1' °n the south
f, ul tl,,s ^tnam. the Confederates had
three forts or batteries, armed with artil-

117. Gen. Hancock had some time be¬
fore been ordered North to raise the new
First Corps, and he never returned to his
*14 command.

[ "I",}, ninl connected l»y rifle pits, ami
tinned by a considerable body; s<» that

> wa> impracticable to force a crossing
it that point. As the attempt to turn the
position would occasion at least two days
. ;nger time than that for which the expe-
:u:ou was provisioned, (!en. Warren re-
.olved to return. The railroad destruc¬
tion was earried over a distance of IS or
-»> miles, ami was very complete. The
?¦turn was made with the same success,

1 he entire distance traveled was about
mh» utiles m the six da vs. The lo-s wa*
rivial.
Subsequent occurrences during tliis pe¬

riod ca; 1 for no special mention. The army
"J'tth'd itself in Winter-quarters to await
the season for the opening of the Spring
campaign.
OIJSKHVATIOXS OX THE SIKCE OF PETEKS-

Bl'HG.

Regarded as a whole, the operations I
have brought together under the designa¬
tion of the £iege of Petersburg, form aj

MAP OF THE SUES

fruitful study. From the extent of time
they cover, the energy with which they
were prosecuted, and the skillful manner
in which they were met by the defending
army, they are remarkable in the history
of modern warfare.
The characteristic of these operations

is the progressive development of the in-
trenched Union line to the left. Starting
from the position directly east of Peters-
burg taken up by the Army of the Po¬
tomac on its first arrival in June, the
lines of contravallution were gradually ex¬
tended south and southwest of the town,
till at last they stretched from the Appo-
mattox to Hatcher's Run, a distance of
l.~> miles.
This extension was less designed than

accidental. It grew out of a series of ma¬
lum rs by the left, of which manuvers the
original purpese was in each case to turn
the right of the Confederate system of de¬
fences, ami lay hold of the Southside Hail-
road. Criticism should, therefore, first be
directed to these operations regarded in
the light of their original intent, rather
than from the point of view of ihe inci-
dental result arising therefrom.

In their most general relations, these
operations are to be looked upon as a

swinging movement of the left pivoting
on the right. The intrenched lines before
Petersburg were strongly held, and on

these as a point d'appui, it was attempted
to throw the left against ami around the
Confederate right. Hut these manuvers
had several characteristics that invariably
robbed 11 s(*iii of the success hoped from
them: the pivotal force was generally
stronger than the body to which was as¬

signed the turning movement, and by re¬

ducing the garrison of his defenses to the
minimum, Lee was able to accumulate on

the menaced point a force sufficient to
meet, and almost always to repulse, the
body threatening his communications.
Moreover, these movements were invari-
ably made in extended lines, which had the

I inevitable result to expose a Hank. This!
system the enemy soon learnt so well, that
his invariable plan was to attaek the flank
as soon as it was exposed. The region of
country southwest of Petersburg in whieh
these operations were conducted was high¬
ly favorable to the Confederates, being
densely 'wooded, intersected with swamps,
and possessing few roads; and they bad a

great advantage in their minute knowledge*
of the topography of the country, which
was nearly terra incognita to the Union
commander. The success of the Confed¬
erate tactics was wonderful; each move¬
ment. saving that to the Weldon Railroad,
which was conducted on a different prin¬
ciple, ending in a check, generally accom¬

panied by one or more thousand prisoners.
The aggregate of captures made bv the
enemy in these successive swoops is as¬

tonishing. Hut notwithstanding the many
costly proofs received of the fatality at¬
tending these unlimited extensions, the
type of operation was adhered to with a

constancy only accountable on the suppo-
sition that tho Union commander was en-J
amored of it.
These turning movements, though in

each foiled as regards their primal object,
always resulted in a further prolongation
of the intrenched line to the left, it re¬
mains to ask, was this extension of front
a real gain? The answer will depend on
whether it was a front of offense or de¬
fense. If of the latter, it cannot be con¬
sidered a gain, for in the part assigned the
Army of the Potomac it was nothing if
not offensive. Hut beyond the Weldon
Railroad the extension to the left carried
<irant no nearer Lee's line of communi¬
cations, the Southside Hailroad .in fact,
rather away from it. for Lee, by thrust¬
ing his right southward along the Hoyd
ton plank road, caused the Union en¬
trenched lim» to run in the contrary di¬
rection to that of the Southside Hailroad.
It may indeed be said that the prolonga¬
tion of the Union line caused Lee to extend
also, which was, pari passu, to weaken
luinsHf. Hut it is doulitftil wjietlier the
advantage in this process was to the
I nioii side. Lee always took the risk of
holding his works with a force greatly in¬
ferior to that his antagonist was willing
to employ; so that, proportionately, (irant
could cut loose no heavier a turning col¬
umn than with much shorter lines.

TWO WOOES APPARENT.

In the fdiject Gen. firant hail in view,
which was the capture of Petersburg,
there would appear to be, theoretically,

two modes in which this might have been
accomplished. The first is by a system of
regular approaches from the points most
favorable. These were the site of Fort
Sedgwick, and the position held by Burn-
side at the time of the mine affair. From
these points two saps might have been
run. and in the course of a month, with
well-led storming columns, there is every
likelihood that the Confederate line might
have been carried.
The second method is more bold. It is

to have abandoned for a time the attempt
to hold the long intrenched lines and the
connecti< us with the depot at City Point,
and moved out the whole army against
Lee's railroad communications. This
would have compelled him to leave his de-
f« uses and tight a battle in the open field,
or to have evacuated Petersburg and Rich¬
mond. The immediate recovery of his
railroad communications would have been
an absolute necessity to Lee, for *o bad
was the conduct of the Confederate com-

missariat and transport system that lie
was never able to accumulate even one

day's supplies ahead.a fact well known
to the Union commander. This line of
action would have been a realization of
that cardinal principle in American war¬
fare which teaches that it should be the
aim of the (leneral on the offensive to so

threaten the enemy's vital lines as to com¬

pel him to fight for their recovery, (ion.
< J rant's great preponderance in numbers
would have made the contingency of his
being beaten in such a tijrfit a very remote
one. It is true that this plan would not
have been without hazard, and would have
demanded proportionate skill and vigor in
its execution; but if successful, it would
have been decisive.
The proposed operation would have re¬

sembled the inanuver by which (Jen. Slier-
man compelled the evacuation of Atlanta.
That, also, was not without danger, though
it is to be remembered that Sherman's
opponent was infinitely inferior to the com¬
mander of the Army yf Northern Virginia.

ANDOAII VALLEY.
Before proceeding to recount the history

of the final campaign of the Army of the
Potomac, it will be necessary to describe
briefly the Summer and Autumn opera¬
tions in the Shenandoah Valley, as they
have an important bearing on the events
that are to follow.
SHERIDAN'S OPERATIONS IN THE VALLEY.

In the relative situations of the contend¬
ing armies in \ irginia, the operations in
the Shenandoah \ alley had always exer¬
cised a powerful influence on the main
current of action. From the peculiar geo¬
graphical relations of that Valley in a
military point of view, it was always open
to a detached force to make incursions
across the frontier of the loyal State,
whether for the purpose of plunder or of
a diversion in favor of the main Confeder¬
ate army, by a menace against Washing¬
ton. At the same time, the line of the
Rlue Ridge perfectly covered its communi¬
cations with Richmond and Lee's army.
From this circumstance, the Confederates
had always been able, with astonishinglv
small bodies of cavalry and infantry, to
retain a powerful Federal force for the
protection of the frontier of Maryland and
Pennsylvania. In several critical situa¬
tions the Shenandoah column had, by vig¬
orous demonstrations, paralyzed the Army
of the Potomac, by calling away therefrom
so considerable a force as to compel a
surcease of operations on the main line.

Relying on the oft-proved effect of such
threats. Lee, as soon as he found himself!
under beleaguerment at Petersburg, had
detached the column of EurJv to menace!
the Federal Capital. It has already been
seen that the result did not correspond
with his wishes; for (Jrant. parting only
w ith a sufficiency of force to protect
Washington, continued to hold Lee with
an unrelaxing grip.
Rut although the direct object of the

Confederate menace had failed, it never¬
theless met so considerable a measure of
success that even after Karly had retired
to the \ alley of the Shenadoah, he was
there able to take up so threatening an
attitude that it was found impossible to
return the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps to
the Army of the Potomac. No sooner was
this attempted, than Karly was again
across the border.his cavalry penetrating
1 ennsylvan in as far as the town of ('ham-
hersburg. which they laid in ashes. Upon
this the Sixth Corps, which had been re¬
tired to \\ ashington en route for the
James, was returned to Harper's Ferry,
to unite with the Nineteenth Corps ami
the I ederal forces of West Virginia in an
effort to clear the Valley of the Shenan¬
doah.
L'NMILITARY MILITARY DISTRIBUTIONS.
The distribution of the Union force in

the region of Northern and West Vir¬
ginia, and along the frontier of the loval
States, was at this time as little conform¬
able to military principles as it had been
in the worst period of 18G2. Washington
and Baltimore, and tho country adjacent,
formed the Department of Washington;
Lantern and Central Pennsylvania and
.Northern Maryland, the Department of
the Susquehanna; Northwestern Virginia
and Western Pennsylvania, the Depart¬
ment of West Virginia; and the region of
the Shenandoah, and eastward to the Bull
Run Mountains, the Middle Department.
These several military bailiwicks were
under control of independent military com¬
manders, whose petty jealousies and want
of harmony of action enabled the Confed¬
erates, with a force ridiculously inferior,
to pluck at any time cheap laurels.

Happily the conduct of the war was
now under one military head, so that fien.
<irant could at will end this costly and
disgraceful policy. The events of July
showed the urgent need of unity of com¬
mand in Northern Virginia, and the Lieu¬
tenant Ceneral, in August, consolidated
these four Departments into one. named
the Middle Military Division, under (Jen.
Hunter. That otlicer, however, before en¬
tering on the proposed campaign, ex¬

pressed a willingness to be relieved, and
<»»n. P. If. Sheridan, who had been trans-
fened from the Army of the Potomac to
the command of the forces in the field un¬
der Hunter, was appointed in his stead.
The selection was a fortunate one. An
excellent strategist, of sound military
views, and a wary, enterprising, and ag¬
gressive temper, (Jen. Sheridan was of all
others the man beat fitted for the peculiar
command intrusted to Wm. To the column

of active operation under his command,
consisting < f the Sixth and Nineteenth
( orps of infantry and cavalry of West
\ irginia, under Gens. Crook and Avcroll,
were added two divisions of cavalry from
the Army of the l'otomac, under Torbert
and \\ ilsoii. Tin's gave him an effective
in the field of 40.000 men. whereof 10,000
eonsistcd ef excellent cavalry.an arm for
the use of which the Shenandoah region
a fiords a fine tield.

SHERIDAN TAKFS CHARGE.
Gen. Sheridan was appointed to the

command on tlie 7th of August, and his
operations during that month and the fore¬
part of September were mainly confined
to manuvers having for their object to
prevent the Confederates from gaining the
rich harvests of the Shenandoah Valley.
Hut after once or twice driving Early
southward to Strasburg. he each time re¬
turned mi his path towards Harper's
I* erry. Gen. Grant had hesitated in al¬
lowing Sin ridan to take a real initiative,
as defeat v.oiild lay open to the enemy tIn¬
states of Maryland and Pennsylvania be¬
fore another army could he interposed to
check him. !. hiding, however, while on a
personal visit to (Jen. Sheridan, in the
month of September, that that officer ex
pressed great confidence of success, he au-
thorized him to attack.
At this time the Confederate force held

the west bank of Opequan Creek, cover-
ing \\ inehester; and the Union force lay
in front of Herryville, 20 miles south of
Harper's Ferry. The situation of the op-
posing armies was peculiar; each threat¬
ened the communications of the other, and
either could bring on a battle at any time.

It would appear that (Jen. Early had
designed assuming the offensive: for.* leav¬
ing one division of infantry and Fit/, Hugh
I.ees cavalry to cover Winchester, he had
thrown the bulk of his army well forward
by his left to Hunker Hill. 12 miles north
Of \\ inehester. From this point he, on the
IMh advanced a reeoiiiioitering force as
far as Martinshurg. 12 miles further to
the north. Sheridan, whose position at
Herryville was 12 miles east of Winches-
ter. being well content with his antagon-
1st s inn nit ver. advanced tow ards Winches¬
ter early on the morning of the 10th, ex¬
pecting to catch his opponent in flagrante
delicto.
SHERIDAN DEFEATED EARLY AT WIN¬

CHESTER.
Wilson's Cavalry Division, having the

advance on the Winchester and Herry-
ville turnpike, at dawn carried the Con-
fedcrate intrenched skirmish line on the
west bank of the Opequan. This stream
runs northward at a distance of four
miles east of Winchester. The way being
thus opened, the infantry column, the
Sixth Corps in the van, crossed at the
lord and took position within two miles
of Winchester. The direction of Sheridan's
advance brought his attack full upon
Early s isolated right, which, but for a
vexatious delay, might readily have been
overwhelmed, while the main Confederate
r"*n° still 10 miles off at Bunker
ilill. This delay, which consumed two
hours in the march of the Nineteenth
Corps, was caused by the obstruction of
the \\ inehester and Herryville turnpike by
the wagon-trains of the Sixth Corps and
of \\ ilson's Cavalry Division. This delay,
which was much regretted by Gen. Emory,
enabled Early to hurry his force south¬
ward from Hunker Hill in time to meet
the attack. Sheridan formed his line of
battle with the Sixth Corp* on the left,
covered on that flank by WiNon'a Cavalry
Division, the Nineteenth Corps in the cen¬
ter. and the Kanawha infantry on the
right. The latter flank was covered by
MflTritt s Division of Cavalry. Averell's
Division of Cavalry, which had pressed
down on the retreating Confederates from
the direction of Hunker Hill, succeeded in
closing in on the Union right. This,
therefore, brought two powerful divisions
of horse on the right of the Federal line,
which had a development of about four
miles, enveloping Winchester from the
north and east. Early's left rested on a
series of detached and fortified hills to
the northwest of the town. It is due to
state that there was a great disparity in
the numbers engaged.Early's force con¬
sisting of 8.."»00 muskets and .'{.0(H) sabers,
MS) while Sheridan's strength was thrice
that of the aggregate Confederate force.

Sheridan's preponderance In horse en¬
abled him to extend far beyond and over¬
lap the Confederate left, and when, after
several hours of indecisive fighting between
the infantry, a general advance was, at
» p. in., made by the whole line, the cav¬
alry, by an impetuous charge, carried the
fortified bights; the Confederates, pressed
heavily in front by the infantry, and on
the right by Wilson's cavalrv, broke in
confusion retiring from the field and
through \\ inehester, w ith the Union forces
in pursuit. Night, however, prevented
Sheridan from following up the victory,
among the trophies of which were 2,500
prisoners, five pieces of artillery, and nine
battleflags. Among the Confederate offi¬
cers killed were Gens. Rodcs and Godwin.
I lie I nion loss was also severe, and in¬
cluded that intrepid soldier, (ion. D. A.
Russell (commanding a division of the
Sixth Corps), who was killed.

EARLY RAX IN) MILES.
After his defeat at Winchester, Earlv

did not pause in his southward retreat till
he reached Fisher's Hill, near Strasburg.
30 miles south of Winchester. This is a
very defensible position, commanding the
debouche of the narrow Strasburg Valley
between the north fork of the Shenandoah
River and the North Mountain. On these
obstacles Early rested his think. In front
of this position Sheridan arrived an the
morning of the 22d, and formed his force
for a direct attack, while lie sent Torbert
with two divisions of cavalry by the par¬
allel Luray Valley, to gain New Market
20 miles in Early's rear. After much
manuvering, and several ineffectual efforts
to force the position, an attack of cavalry
was made from the right. Under cover of
this mask a corps of infantry was moved
to that flank, and by an impetuous assault
carried the Confederate left, resting on the
North Mountain. A general attack in front
then disrupted Early's whole line, and the
Confederates retired in great disorder
leaving behind 1« pieces of artillery and'
several hundred prisoners.
BEATEN AGAIN, EARLY RETREATED AGAIN.
The success at Fisher's Hill was greatly

influenced by the fact that at the time the
attack was made Early was about retiring
from the position, owing to his fears of an
irruption of his line of communications
by the Union cavalry column moving
through Luray Valley. This fear, was,
however, groundless; for this powerful
body was held in check all day by a much
Inferior force of Confederate cavalrv at
Mil ford.(39)

38. The authority for this statement of
the Confederate force, is a letter written
by Gen. Early from Havana, and pub-
lished in December, 1S0G. In this letter
that officer says: "At the battle of Win
Chester, or Opequan. as it is called by

I Gen. Grant, my effective strength was
about 8,500 muskets, three battalions of
artillery, and less than 3.000 cavalry."
The Confederate cavalry*of the Valley,

consisting of two divisions under Fit z Hugh
Lee and Lomax, was at this time in a
miserable condition, materially and moral¬
ly. "Our horses,'/ says a letter from a Con¬
federate officer of this force, "had been
fed on nothing but hay for some time, and
were quite weak; and want of discipline
had greatly demoralii«d the men."

30. The defense at this point was xnadf
by a small division of Confederate cat-
airy under G«n. Wickham, and an officer

(Coutluued on seventh page*)

Still More Views
of the National Tribune's plan for aiding widows. See 44 The Solemn Duty of

Married Soldiers " on the lower half of this page.
Comrade Andrew J. Borland. First

Lieutenant, Co. C\ 3d Minn., sends his
Preliminary Report, and writes: "Your
plan for safekeeping evidence to aid our
widows is a good one. Knowing how diffi¬
cult it is, usually, for soldiers themselves
to get pensions, every comrade should re¬
spond to this appeal and make the way
easier for his widow in her time of grief
and trouble."
Comrade Edwin French, Co. F, 3d Del.,

sends his Preliminary Report, and writes
from Indiana: "The National Tribune is
the truest and best friend the old soldier
ever had. I work fur it most earnestly,
because in doing so I am helping all com¬
rades."
Comrade .T. F. Harrold, Captain, Co. F.

41st 111., now Deputy Clerk. IJewitt < 'o.
Circuit Court, writes: "The National
Tribune is main hope for the veterans of
this country."
Comrade J. S. Colbath. Co. I. 141st

N. V.. send* his Report, and writes: "A
fine, practical arrangement to help the
widows at a time when they need help."
Comrade Harry W. Jordan, Co. E. 14th

N. II., writes: "This is. by far, the best
tiling that has been suggested to benefit
widows. You are doing more for them
than has ever been done before."
Comrade M. A. Cleveland, the oldest

survivor of the 7th Mass. L. A., writes
from Ohio: "Although my beloved wife,
who for 4t> years bravely and patiently
traveled life's path with me, has gone to
her reward, I cannot refrain from writing
to you that your suggestion to married sol¬
diers is well timed. Dear Comrades, do
now what lies in your power to help the
blessed women who have been faithful
and true to you."
Comrade Duncan Cunningham. Co. F,

12th \Y. Vn., and Co. C. lUth \V. Ya.,
sends his Preliminary Report, and writes:
"I have often wanted this very thing,
when lo and liehold The National Tribune
plans it out perfectly and comes to my re¬
lief tind to the relief of thousands of other
comrades. \Ve are very grateful to have

such friends and comrades as those who
control The National Tribune."
Comrade William F. Townsend, Co. C.

30th Ohio, sends his Preliminary Report,
and writes: "This is a great idea. So
many widows are caught without the ncc-
essary data to help them get a pension,
You have my sincere thanks."
Comrade J. D. Forbes, Co. R., 22d

N. Y., and Co. D, 175th N. Y., sends his
Preliminary Report, and writes: "This is
the right thing at the right time. The
National Tribune is the soldiers* best
friend. It has done much and by its in-
telligent effort much more will be done, j

i I will call the attention of comrades gen-
erally to this matter."
Comrade George W. Dirnond, Co. II,

2d IT. S. S. S. (Bcrdan's Sharpshooters),
sends his Preliminary Report, and writes:
"This grand idea is in line with the many
good deeds and endeavors of The National
Tribune in the interest of soldiers. I have
been a subscriber for more than 20 years,
and have nearly every number on file,
Would not sell them for any price."
Comrade William Stone, 3d Vt. L. A.,

sends his Preliminary Report, and writes:
"While none of the old vets are hi a hurry
to leave widows, it is a very good idea to
have things ready for the last roll call.
1 will put on file anything that will be
useful in this matter."
Comrade Ceo. A. Pabodie, First Ser¬

geant, Co. E, 34th N. Y., who served also
in Cos. E and L, 20th N. Y. Cav., writes
from Wisconsin: "Your plan for filing in¬
formation that may some time be of great
value in securing pensions for widows has
the qualities of wisdom, thoughtfulness
and generosity. The fact that your pen¬
sion agency will earn a fee in some cases
sometime does not detract from the kind¬
ness of your proposal. In very many
cases there will be no fee earned, and
those that are earned will not be more
than would be paid to any other agency.
A move like this is all the better and wiser
if it has, like this one, legitimate financial

support. Your knowledge of the exact
information required has been of praeti<*l
help to me. For the wise common
of this plan we freely give you thanks and
credit."
Comrade D. D. llolm. 5th Ind. Battery,

writes: "I indorse this necessary jpiid most
commendable step unreservedly. I de¬
voutly hope this step will secure f< r many
widows the higher instead of the lower
rate. In my own case I will answer tho
last roll call with a lighter heart with fbn
assurance that my widow will be grant*d
a pension without the worry and annoy¬
ance to which many are subjected."
Commander S. A. Barker, Co. C., 1st

R. I., a prominent business man. sends i<i«
Preliminary Report, and writ* .< from
Rhode Island: "I regard this as oiic of ti.«
best things ever offered to comrades iind
their wives. 1 will do what I can. to get
all interested."
Comrade James C. McDoweJi, Co. C,

104th 111., sends his Preliminary Report,
and writes: "Providing a place wh. re vet-
erans can file information that tmIi hy?p
their widows is a pood move. Every vet¬
eran's widow will bless you for this kiLd-
ness."
Comrade Ceo. W. Bousmsn. Co. IT.,

87th Ind.. and Troop I), 5th U. S. Cav.,
sends his Preliminary Report, and write*:
"I consider it very kind of The Nations!
Tribune to assume this great care and
burden. May God continue to bless and
prosper it."
Comrade John T. Logan, Co. E. 9th

N. Y., and Chaplain. Hancock Post, Dept.
of New York, sends his Preliminary Re¬
port, and writes: "So excellent an idea
that it is a wonder it was not thought of
long ago."
Comrade Cyrus F. Redlon. Musician,

Co. A, 3d Minn., and Second Lieutenant*
Co. E, 113th C. S. C. T., sends his Pre¬
liminary Report, and writes: "My wifn
has sand-papered the rough places in my
pathway of life, and I want to smooth
the way for her. as much as possible, if
she is left a widow."

The Solemn Duty of Married Soldiers.
IT does not follow as a matter of course, if a man

was a soldier, even if he is a pensioner, that it
will be an easy matter for his widow to get a

pension. As a matter of fact widows' claims are

unnecessarily delayed, and in some cases never

allowed for lack of evidence, which the husband,
usually, could have supplied during his lifetime.

This important matter has been discussed, from
time to time, in the columns of The National Tribune,
and has been made the subject of orders by Com¬
manders-in-Chief of the Grand Army, but every
appeal heretofore was deficient in one essential par¬
ticular: no safe and permanent place was suggested
for the custody of the information.

The National Tribune Co., in a practical way,
proposes to supply this deficiency. In a fire proof
room, in its own building, and under lock and key to
insure privacy, it will care for such papers and infor¬
mation until such time as they may be needed, even if
such time is many years distant. The National Tribune
Co. is incorporated. Having a perpetual existence,
the death of the present managers of the Company
will not disturb the business or change the custody
of the papers. No safer place in the world can be
found for the purpose.

But The National Tribune will go further in this
commendable work. It will assist in getting in shape
the proofs and information required. The first step
for every comrade is to answer the few simple ques¬
tions that are printed below under the heading " Pre¬
liminary Report." This report will disclose the case
and enable The National Tribune to complete all the
proof required.

There will be no charge whatever for this service,
but it will be expected of every comrade that he
will call the attention of other married comrades
to this matter and influence them to do likewise. No
other missionary work among comrades can be pro¬
ductive of more good. Many comrades who are not
subscribers to The National Tribune will not learn
of this important service if subscribers do not call
their attention to it. Extra blanks will be sent for
distribution upon request.

All comrades are requested to make the Prelimi¬
nary Report, including those who have married since
June 27, 1890.

Comrades who attend to this matter promptly will
be taking the best possible step toward securing for
their widows the higher rate of pension.

Preliminary Report
To aid my widow, if I leave one, in getting her pension.

Note..This report is short, ami can bo easily written out on letter or legal cap paper. This course avoids cutting the paper. Be *ur«

to write the names and dates clearly and distinctly^ When report is ready mall it to THE NATIONAL TBIBUNE, Washington, D. C.

Date , 1904.

Soldier'sName , Present P. O.t

State I was in the service from day of, 186 , to

the day of , 186 , as a #
(Give rank, a!so company anU regiment.)

and was honorably discharged at on the day

of ., 186 . Are you a pensioner ? . At what rate? $
(, Yes or no.)

per month.

Were you pensioned under the old law or the new?
(The new law is the act oi .lane 27,1SJJ.)

What wounds, diseases or disabilities, if any, are written on your pension certificate?

I was married to on the day of.
(Give w ile's name befoie marriage.)

, IS..

, atby
(liive name of clergyman or ptThou ofbeiating.)

At marriage my age was Her age was.

Is there a court or church record of this marriage?

Were either of you previously married?

If a prisoner of war, state for how long.

Remarks:
iJt remarks ure ol' considerable length they should be written on u se]>arate sl#eet of paper.)

All About the New "Age" Order.
THE LAW OF JUNE 27, 1890, AND T1IE NEW

"AGE" ORDER.
The laws of June 27, 1890, and May 9,

1900. provide for a pension, according to
degree of disability, from $0 to $12 per
month for any soldier of the War of the
Itebellion who served 90 days and was hon¬
orably discharged.
The new "AGE" Order simply says that

any claimant who has arrived at the age
of 02, or Go, or (18, or 70, is presumed with¬
out further proof (and, inferentially, with¬
out examination) to be suffering disability
sufficient to warrant $G a month pensiou
at age of 62; $8 a month at age of Go; $10
a month at age of G8 and $12 a month at
age of 70.

To Those Who Have Never Ap¬
plied for Pension.

We urge upon these comrades that
it is their duty to apply. If many are so
well-to-do that they do not need it, they
can apply the money to help those who
do ueed it. Under this "AGE"
Order an application can be made

that, in most cases, does not involve ex¬
amination, which probably removes a fea¬
ture that was objectionable to many.
Write to H. W. Shoppell, or The National
Tribune. Washington, D. C., and a proper
blank will be mailed you without cost.
TO GENERAL LAW PENSIONERS DRAWINO

LESS THAN $12.
If under the law of June 27, 1890, as

construed by the New "AGE" Order, which
is given elsewhere, a pensioner will receive
an increase, he should write to It. W.
Shoppell, or The National Tribune, Wash¬
ington, P. C.. and a proper blank will be
mailed him without cost.
TO PENSIONERS UNDER THE ACT OF JUNE

27, 1890, WHO ARE RECEIVINU LESS THAN
$12 PER X10NTH.

Read very carefully the new "AGE" Or¬
der given in another column. If it allows
you more pension than you are now re¬
ceiving, write to It. W. Shoppell, or The
National Tribune. Washington, D. C.,
and a proper blank will be mailed you
without cost.

TO THOSE WISHING TO ALLEGE 110RE DI8*
ABILITY THAN IS PBESCB1BED BY XUl
"AGE" ORDER.

Under the "Age" Order it is assumed, i£
the contrary does not appear, and all othee
legal requirements are properly met,
that a claimant is half disabled for manual
labor at the age of 02; two-thirds disabled
at the age of GO; live-sixths disabled at the
age_of G8, and wholly disabled at the r.^a
of 70. If the claimant can not show th.itf
he has greater disability at these respectiv
ages than is recited above, it is of no u
for him to describe his ailments. It is
disadvantage, in fact, because it will yicuQ
the expense and delay of medical examlna*
tion. If a claimant is in fair health fojj
his age, it is useless to apply for more than
is allowed by the "age" order.
Any one, however, who is sure thai h*

is more disabled than is allowed for by tha
"AGE" Order should write to It. W«
Shoppell. or The National Tribune, Wash#
iijgton, D. C., and a proper blank wll) b4
mailed him without cost.


